1.
the period of time between the end of one reign or regime and the beginning of the next.
2. a period of time during which there is no government, control, or authority.
3. a pause or gap in any continuous activity or series.
This contribution will consider three different interregnums of my own; being childfree for a week whilst my parents look after my three children; my maternity leave that took place from July 2007 to April 2008; and maintenance art which has lately preoccupied my own arts practice. My aim here is to pull these three different interregnums together in order to think through the notion of maternal studies.
Here I am in Copenhagen childfree, alone with my partner. We are presenting The
Institute for the Art and Practice of Dissent at Home, our arts activist initiative set up in the third bedroom of our council house. 2 We are talking about the possibility of a productive space whilst being 'in-between' the private and public. Our three children Neal, Gabriel and
Sid are with my parents in Dubrovnik, Croatia. They are seven, five and one. This is the first time we have been away from them together for such a long time. Seven days. It feels odd and liberating. I feel guilty. I am projected back to the time when it was possible to have a sneaky sleep in the afternoon. There is no one pulling at my sleeve; no one is asking for my constant attention. There is something called silence; there is the reading of books on airplanes. It feels as if I have managed to read as much in these seven days as in the last seven years.
Last night, in a bar, after the day full of panels, presentations and performances, a
Danish woman performance artist came over to me to say goodbye. She had to leave early because it was her daughter's birthday the next day. She said she couldn't be too tired for the Maternal labour is a maintenance art, the constant work happening underneath, at the base of society. Yet, maintenance art is also an interregnum, a pause or a gap in any continuous activity or series. Both, in the context of the art world and academia, in the production of affect and knowledge, maternal studies equals maintenance art -a reflexive pause, which not only helps combat the prescribed and ideal motherhood, but also negotiate one's own mothering praxis.
